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From: EU Observer – Source: European Commission

https://euobserver.com/environment/146213
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Figure 6. GHG emissions trajectory in a 1.5°C scenario

Bars represent the emissions and absorptions in 2050 of the 7th and 8th scenario.

Source: European Commission (2018) Clean Planet for All.



„I want Europe to become the first climate-
neutral continent in the world by 2050. (…) 

Our current goal of reducing our emissions by 
40% by 2030 is not enough. 

To make this happen, I will put forward a Green 
Deal for Europe in my first 100 days in office. 

I will put forward the first ever European Climate
Law which will set the 2050 target into law. “

16 July 2019

Photographer: Etienne Ansotte

European Union, 2021 
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Simple overview: 16 EU Member States 

have some form of climate framework law

Austria
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Croatia

Denmark
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Spain
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EU

Iceland 

Liechtenstein 

Norway 

Switzerland 

United Kingdom

Non-EU

Belgium

Cyprus 

Czechia

Estonia
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Latvia

Lithuania
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Slovakia

Slovenia

Turkey (non-EU)

NO LAW

Source: Ecologic Institute, 2022.
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A dynamic landscape: 5 EU Member States either 

considering, preparing or revising a law

EU

LONG-TERM

Iceland  
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Non-EU EEA

NO INFORMATION

Belgium

Cyprus 

Czechia

Italy

Lithuania

Poland

Romania

NO LAW

LONG-TERM

Denmark

France

Germany

Greece

Hungary

Ireland

Luxemburg

Netherlands

Portugal

Spain

Sweden

Finland

NO LONG-TERM

Bulgaria
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Switzerland
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Estonia
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Slovakia

Slovenia
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Source: Ecologic Institute, 2022.
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A learning cycle 

for climate policy

Source: Duwe and Evans (2020): Climate laws in Europe: 

Good practices in net zero management



Policy cycle elements in the EU Climate Law

• Targets for 2030 and for 2050 – and a process for setting a 2040 target

• Planning: Adaptation strategies, Sectoral roadmaps // covered elsewhere

• Policies: // covered elsewhere (review of all main instruments every 5 years)

• Progress monitoring: new net zero progress assessment (no method)

• Review of policies: new mechanisms to check consistency with net zero

• Scientific input: new EU Climate Advisory Board! 15 Members, independent

• Public participation: adds climate neutrality to existing dialogue
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And national innovations can inform EU climate governance also

Development of national climate advisory bodies in Europe 2000-2020
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Source: EEA (2022) Trends and projections
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EU climate

policy

toolbox …

…has many

different 

instruments inside.

Here: laws in the „Fit 

For 55“ package
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My passion: 

figuring out 

how we get to

net zero
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Thank you for your attention!

Matthias Duwe

matthias.duwe@ecologic.eu
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