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Hawaii Buddhist Council 
2023 Buddha Day Service Program  

 
Officiant:   Bishop Kosen Ishikawa (HBC President) 
M.C. :    Ms. Sally Hayashi 
Choir:   Honpa Hongwanji Choir 
Choir Director: Ms. Mari Murakami 
Accompanist:  Mr. Francis Okano 
 
Prelude : “Where, Oh, Where?”    Honpa Hongwanji Choir 
Opening Remarks     M.C.   
Procession of Bishops    
Offering of Incense, Flowers and Sweet Tea 
(By Representatives of HBC Temples) 
Vandana Ti-Sarana    Rev. Myoko Takano 
Invocation     Bishop Kosen Ishikawa 
Sutra Chanting “Kanmokuge”          Led by  Bishop Kosen Ishikawa 

-Collection of Offering - 
  (Offering of Sweet Tea by the Bishop of each denomination) 

 
Gatha: “Floral Festival”   Choir & Congregation 
Recession of Bishops and Ministers 
Welcome Address    Bishop Kosen Ishikawa 
Buddha Day Message     Dr. George Tanabe 
“Why We Tell Stories?” 
Gatha: “Happy Buddha Day”   Choir & Congregation 
Benediction     Bishop Clark Watanabe 
Closing Remarks    M.C. 

****************Break (10 - 15 Minutes)***************** 
Special Presentation of Jataka Tales  at 10:45 a.m. 
 

Special Presentation of JATKA TALES  
by Jeff Gere with a violinist Lesley Kline 

 
Jataka Tales are Buddhist Teaching Tales in which the Buddha ap-
pears as an animal with life lessons.  In this delightful family-
friendly performance, popular Oahu storyteller JEFF GERE tells 
these simple profound tales in his animated dramatic style, and with 
shadow puppets.  Innovative violin wizard LESLEY KLINE adds her 
rich musical textures.   
 

Refreshments will be served at the Social Hall 
Hospitality of Tea by Chado Urasenke Tankokai Hawaii Association 

The Hawaii Buddhist Council 
Higashi Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 

1685 Alaneo Street, Honolulu, HI 96817   Phone: (808)531-9088 

 

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 

1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, HI 96813   Phone: (808)536-7044 

 

Jodo Mission of Hawaii 

1429 Makiki Street, Honolulu, HI 96814 Phone: (808)949-3995 

 

Koyasan Shingon Mission of Hawaii 

457 Manono Street, Hilo, HI 96720 Phone: (808)935-8331 

 

Nichiren Mission of Hawaii 

33 Pulelehua Way, Honolulu, HI 96817 Phone: (808)595-3517 

 

Soto Mission of Hawaii 

1708 Nuuanu Avenue, Honolulu, HI 96817  Phone: (808)537-9409 

 

Tendai Mission of Hawaii 

23 Jack Lane, Honolulu, HI 96817        Phone: (808)595-2556 
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Our Guest Speaker & Performers 
Dr. George Tanabe 

 
Born and raised in Waialua, George 
Tanabe graduated from Willamette 
University (B.A.), Union Theological 
Seminary (M.Div.), and Columbia Uni-
versity (M.A. and Ph.D.).  From 1977 to 
2006, he taught in the Department of 
Religion at the University of Hawaii 
and retired as Professor Emeritus.  He 
currently serves as president of BDK 
(Bukkyō Dendō Kyōkai) Hawaiʻi and 
BDK America (Berkeley).  His books 
about Japanese religions are published 
by university presses at Harvard, 
Princeton, and Columbia, and in-

clude Japanese Buddhist Temples of Hawaiʻi (UH Press).  In 2012, 
the Japanese government honored him with the Imperial Order of 
the Rising Sun.  He still lives in Waialua.  
 
Jeff Gere  

Jeff Gere is 
among Ha-
waii’s top sto-
rytellers.   He 
created and 
produced Talk 
Story Festival, 
Hawaii’s larg-

est storytelling celebration for 27 years, a Story TV Series and Talk 
Story Radio.  He constantly performs (for all ages) throughout the 
state & internationally, sometimes with shadow puppets.  He will 
tour India in July (3rd trip.)     

Lesley Kline  

Lesley Kline is one of the finest violinists in Hawaii. 
She came to Oahu from Paris. She has performed in 
Hawaiiʻs finest Irish & Appalachian bands, cutting 
edge drum & bass, and currently Martin & Kline, a 
swing era duet. Make a point to come hear her with 
Jeff.  

SHOW PRESS RELEASE  
Contact: Jeff Gere, jeffgere1031@gmail.com (808)737-1774  

 
JATAKA TALES  

Sponsored by Hawaii Buddhist Council & BDK Hawaii!  
 JATAKA TALES are Buddhist Teaching Tales in which the Buddha appears as 
an animal with life lessons. In this delightful family-friendly performance, popular Oahu 
storyteller JEFF GERE tells these simple profound tales in his animated dramatic style, 
and with shadow puppets. Innovative violin wizard LESLEY KLINE adds her rich musi-
cal textures.  

 This show plays for FREE to celebrate Buddhaʻs Birth Day on April 2, 10:30 
(for an hour.) at the Jodo Mission Temple ( 1429 Makiki Street, by the freeway behind 
Shrinerʻs Hospital at Punahou). The 9:30am Opening Ceremony includes remarks on 
ʻJataka Talesʻ by GEORGE TANABE, Professor Emeritus in Religious Studies 
(Buddhism.) The public is invited.  

 THE TALES: A foolish rabbit mistakes the end of the world with the thump of a 
mango on the ground... and he has some hard questions on contemporary issues too. We 
are urged by the Brave Parrot facing a fire to HELP! A boy ‘makes a difference’ saving 
one starfish at a time. We learn the difference between Heaven & Hell. The Great Stag 
confronts the King: “stop killing or kill me!” In the midst of disaster, a strawberry sure 
tastes sweet! So is the Sky falling? Is the end of the World here? What can we do about 
it? If we are born to die, how do we live?  

Answers and inspiration come from these old and new parables, told in fresh, innovative 
ways (… with some audience participation too.) Bring children and grandparents and the 
neighbors too! Check out videos of some of these stories below.  

 JEFF GERE is among Hawaii’s top storytellers. He created and produced the 
Talk Story Festival, Hawaii’s largest storytelling celebration, for 27 years, a Story TV 
Series and Talk Story Radio. He constantly performs (for all ages) throughout the state & 
internationally, sometimes with shadow puppets. He will tour India in July (3rd trip.)  

 LESLEY KLINE is one of the finest violinists in Hawaii. She came to Oahu 
from Paris. She has performed in Hawaiiʻs finest Irish & Appalachian bands, cutting 
edge drum & bass, and currently a swing era duet. Make a point of coming to hear her 
with Jeff do stories.  

‘JATAKA TALES’ VIDEOS  

The Brave Parrot (To put out a fire, we all gotta HELP! 8:30)       

 https://youtu.be/g4e-Oe660RE  

The Difference Between Heaven & Hell (it’s in helping others, 6 min)  

https://youtu.be/aeE5pDyIRK0  

Foolish Rabbit (the world is ending, but you can do something 9:30 min.)  

https://youtu.be/fkjhJeANMoI  

Short Tales (4 short tales inside a story of running out of gas, 7:30)       

https://youtu.be/jQtKcUxrnb  





Pouring of Sweet Tea (Kanmoku) 
This custom originally was practiced by the Brahmins.  They used to pour per-
fumes or other sweet smelling liquids as blessing.  Later, the Buddhists adopted 
this custom to be used at Hanamatsuri or Buddha Day celebration to bless the 
infant Buddha.  A legend tells that a dragon came from heaven at the time of the 
birth of the Buddha and poured scented water on the infant Buddha.  In China, 
this custom began about the 4th century.  In Japan, it is recorded that the custom 
began about 606 A.D.  Nowadays, the infant Buddha is placed in a flower shrine 
(Hanamido), and sweet tea is poured instead of scented water. 
.  



灌沐偈『仏説浴像功徳経』  
Kanmoku-ge Sutra 

 
Ga kon kan moku Sho nyo rai 

我今灌沐 諸如来       
 I shall pour sweet tea on the numerous Buddhas 

 

Jo   chi  sho gon Ku doku ju   

浄智荘厳   功徳聚    
The wonderful virtues and pure wisdom of the Buddhas 

 

Go  joku  shu  jo Ryo ri  ku    

五濁衆生   令離垢  
Shall enable all sentient being to cast off their defilements 

 

Do  sho nyo rai Jo hos shin 

同證如来 浄法身 
 And, be awakened to the absolute mind of the Buddha. 

 

Kei shu  dai sho Bo gya  bon 

稽首大聖 簿伽梵  
Thus, I bow in reverence to Shakyamuni Buddha. 

 
Ten jo tenge Ryo zoku  son 

天上天下 両足尊 
To the greatest and noblest among all men,  

 

Ga  tou  kon i Ku doku sui 

我等今以 功徳水 
We now pour sweet tea of the greatest virtue.  

 
Kan yoku nyo rai Jo  hos shin 

灌浴如来 浄法身  
And, extol the Buddha of absolute purity. 


