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Flowers

. they're the signpost of our journey. When we look back, time

has flown v

y quickly these past thirty years.

I started to learn Tkebana at middle age, while my wife Motoko grew up with
flowers as the daughter of a Tkcbana school master. [lkebana : flower arra-
ngmncnl]

Due to our differences, it was not always easy for us to find points on which

we readily agreed during our °

ip with flowers’. However, “the beauly of

flowers”like a signpost led us where to go and what to do when we experienced
€ S P
problems. It gave us a gentle smile when we could not alford 1o think of

others or our circumstances very much.

Arranging flowers is our vocation, but flowers themselves have been the
guiding principle thronghout our life.
This “LOVERS" JOURNEY WITH FLOWERS™ tries to de:

memorics with flowers and the spirit of flowers which have been leading us for

ribe our

thirty years. It introduces several jonrneys in Europe from 1993 to 1996 showing

selected flower arrangement works.

Our work is suited Lo Japan, however, ontside influences inspired us to work
also in Furope. These days it is very convenient to do anything in Japan and that
makes us feel like a break from it all. We can get most of the flowers at the shops
in Kyoto and if we need something different. it's possible to find them on the

spot. It's also to carry the vases and vessels anywhere. On the other hand,

when abroad, we have to start from the beginning. For example, preparation of

flowers, going out to confirm the expected shooling scene and the like.

On arrival, we first start preparing flowers. Wherever we visit, we go and get

1

flower decorations which are made at cach shop. In that respect, they are

flowers at the flower markets. Florists in Europe have a tendency to mainly =

different from the flor in Japan who sell flowers as materials for flower
arrangement. There are also some stall flower shops, but the quality of these
flowers are not really appropriate for our needs. Just finding the right

materials takes several days after our arrival. The room of vur hotel becomes

full of flowers, vases and tools which we have collected. We're husy preparing
until very late before the shooting day. We leave the hotel in the early

morning with a big hundle of flowers, and shooling - related equipment, which

are put into a car. There are some night views in this hook and when shooting

nigh

scenes, we're invariably back to our hotel after midnight. Then we separate

serviceable flowers from useless ones. We also cut the stems ol the useful
flowers to allow them to absorh moisture more readily.
Doing this and that our bed time gets even later. We enjoy our job but,

surprisingly, it’s actually quite physically and mentally demanding.

I'm

y and Motoko is sixty five. We don’t know for how long we can

continue sharing our job in good health but. let’s take it easy. We'll continue to

travel in the future, as we have previously done, withoul too many expectations.
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