
Tevin Muendo
(London based Poet)

Tevin what inspires you to write
poems for strangers?

So, interestingly I have been writing poetry 
for around 7 years, it started when I was 
inspired at my undergraduate university. I was at a poetry slam night, 
my rst i’ve ever attend, and oh man, the rhythm these people had, 
the humour, the subject matter, I’d never seen anything like this, and 
there was a particular poem called ‘Liverpool just scored again’, 
that kept reverberating around my mind. Following this, I went home,
and tried to put pen to paper. At the time I started there was a lot of 
darkness in my university, student suicide was high and there were 
incidents of student deaths which led to a very sombre atmosphere. 
So the rst poem I wrote called ‘Alone in a crowd’, was a reection 
of this.

Needless to say, the feeling of being able to put my feelings on 
page,real, true feelings, but then imbue it with an artistic twang, 
rhyme, metre,humour etc. was so thrilling for me, and it seems as if 
the words just owed through me I was hooked.
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So I started writing a lot of poems in my 
notepad and my notes app, and sharing them with 
my family. I started attending poetry slams and
performing at events in Durham and in London, 
with a poem of mine being published in ‘The Northern review’, 
a small arts paper in Durham.

Flash forward and I met an awesome Italian Poet, Federica, who writers
with a typewriter, she wrote me an amazing poem, and in return I wrote
her one, my relove for poetry was born. And I haven&#39;t looked 
back since. On the street, the inspiration is very much the unique soul 
and story that I meet and here, writers block doesn’t exist, as 
everyone I meet is a bright beacon of knowledge and yarn to spin.

What is your favourite book?

I really like “The Kite Runner”, “Run Baby run”, “On the Road”, and
“1984” by George Orwell. Although not poetry books ofcially, 
they denitely have some parts of the story, or quotes/ phrases
which for me are profoundly poetic.

Someone that stopped by my poetry stall recommended an awesome
book the other day, called the “Poetry Pharmacy”, it has a poem
prescribed for every feeling you can have from love, to happiness to
sadness. It’s very awesome, shout out to this woman who passed by!
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I Really like Edgar Allen Poe’s ‘The Raven’. The rhyming scheme and
language used is fascinating and similar to my style. The Simpsons also 
did an episode on it, which is hilarious, you should check it out!
I love “The highwayman”, “The Jabberwocky” ,   “Be Drunk” and generally
poems that tell almost a fairytale-like story but maintain awesome rhyme
and metre.
As for modern poets and poems that inspire me I really like: „Wild 
Geese“ - Mary Oliver, “A Small Needful Fact” by Ross Gay and “The 
Island Within”by Richard Nelson. These are fun and are different to my 
usual style with rhyming patterns, they also hit hard in the emotions.

Can you recommend any Poetry Events in London?

Unfortunately, I have not seen that many. I´m re-entering this space, 
and I´m excited to discover more. I remember I attended an awesome 
reading at Green Alley Studios near Cambridge Heath, that my friends 
run! They don´t happen often but denitely check it out if they 
throw another one.

I´m also hoping to start my own event soon! But it’s a surprise, 
I´m excited to reveal.

Which Poets inspire you?
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I believe men have a role in so far as we need to make sure we are 
doing all we can to aid in the ourishing of women. For too long we 
have enjoyed the benets of the word, whilst leaving women
at the lurch, and essentially having them ood the world with 
tenderness and the good aspects of society. It is very much our duty 
to make sure that women are embraced positively at every aspect of
their rerosing”, rerooting and rewilding and instead of being 
treating them with suspicion, we need to make sure that they are
empowered, and those men who hold positions of social and 
institutional power should do all they can to modify society to be 
able to allow it. They must make the soil of society fertile for the 
women to bear their beautiful fruit.

Tevin my nest Groupshow is about women “rerosing”, rerooting, rewilding with their 
true feminine self. Whats your personal opinion; do men play a key role in this j
ourney?
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