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This book is the first comprehensive study of Schopenhauer's 

philosophy of religion. It develops a contextual account of 

Schopenhauer's relation to the religions of India by placing his 

interpretation of their main doctrines within the perspective 

of his diagnosis of the religious situation in nineteenth-century 

Europe, and his revised conception of the proper content and 

methods of metaphysical philosophy in the wake of Kant. It 

shows that Schopenhauer's encounter with the religions of 

India was the stimulus for his formulation of a novel theory of 

a revitalised modern Christianity. The possibility of an oriental 

renaissance prompted Schopenhauer to argue that 

Christianity's immanent or ethical teachings needed to be 

severed from its supernatural or metaphysical doctrines, so 

that European culture could continue to satisfy the human 

need for a metaphysical interpretation of the world and life. 

This book will be of interest to philosophers, theologians, 

students of religion and modern intellectual history. 
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