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task

* Write down what you think contextualizing and decolonizing
curriculum means



YiRui from Cixin
School, Taiwan

example of a China
based main lesson
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Alternative Steiner’s cultural epochs

* New definition of civilization: a human society that lives in long-term
sustainable balance with nature

* Hunter-gatherer societies

e Early farming, first settlements

* Early theocratic centralized states

* Golden age of barbarians

* Theocratic empires/super-states

* Global Middle Ages

* Modernity — colonialism — Age of Enlightenment
* Post-modern ideological empires



globalectic

e start local — go global
e l[ook for all forms of mutual cultural interaction

* be critical and interrogate essentialist concepts such as race, folksoul,
people (the Chinese, the Russians, the Americans), spirit of language,
nation,



Picture hermeneutics

* A picture is worth a thousand words

* But it is important learn how to ‘read’ pictures and the subtexts they
carry

* This is particularly important in decolonizing.

* What do the following pictures tell us about implicit and explicit
attitudes of those who published these images?
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Decolonial thinking strives to delink itself from the
imposed dichotomies articulated in the West, namely
the knower and the known, the subject and the
object, theory and praxis. (Walter Mignolo, 2009)



A curriculum provides a way of identifying the knowledge we value. It
structures the ways in which we are taught to think and talk about the
world. As education has become increasingly global, communities have
challenged the widespread assumption that the most valuable
knowledge and the most valuable ways of teaching and learning come
from a single European tradition. Decolonizing learning prompts us to
consider everything we study from new perspectives.



It draws attention to how often the only world view presented to
learners is male, white, and European. This isn’t simply about removing
some content from the curriculum and replacing it with new content —
it’s about considering multiple perspectives and making space to think
carefully about what we value. Decolonizing learning helps us to
recognize, understand, and challenge the ways in which our world is
shaped by colonialism. It also prompts us to examine our professional
practices. It is an approach that includes indigenous knowledge and
ways of learning, enabling students to explore themselves and their
values and to define success on their own terms (Open University, 2018,
3-4).



Decolonizing involves;

* a critical anaIJsis of how colonial forms of knowledge, pedagogical
strategies and research methodologies... have shaped what we know, what
we recognise and how we reward such knowledge accordingly.

* an approach that acknowledges the effects of colonialism, racism and

epistemicide (the killing of knowledge systems) and seeks to remove those
influences.

* issues of identity, equality and power...these issues are not an add-on or
approached as a discursive problem to be analysed and explained. For me,
issues of equality, diversity, discrimination are phenomena that have
impacted on people’s everyday lives (Rowena Arshad, 2020).



Decolonizing also means exploring

* the effects of European colonialism (including settler nations) up to
the present,

e origins and forms of racism, power structures

e all forms of Othering, issues of identities (appearance, gender, social
class and status- such as migration, language),

e other forms of knowledge (e.g. indigenous, artistic, mythic,
biographical,

* inclusion, diversity, difference



but

* we've never colonized anyone...
e we are inclusive...(although we are predominantly white)

* what’s important is seeing the individual...



Tools for decolonizing

* Layered curriculum



* Macro layer: sequence of developmental themes as a heuristic model
for Waldorf schools anywhere

* Meso layer: skills and knowledge required in a given culture,
geographical location, social expectations, state requirements

* Micro layer: teacher adapts the above to the particular group of
learners



Developmental tasks

* Biographical intentions and identities (how you see and position
yourself) - potentialities

* Cosmopolitical capacities, intercultural and plurilingual skills
globalectic canon (art, literature, ideas)

* Psychosomatic individuation along a common pathway



Waldorf school is method school

* Methodos = the way we follow to achieve our goals is based on a
common developmental framework and pedagogical anthropology



