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Bustling Canada Pavilion filled with visitors Post-show area of the Denryokukan, “Eggs of Possibility” exhibit
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HCA President Ashitan
delivering greetings
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Minister and Deputy Head of
Mission Paul
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Délégué général La Salle

December 10, 2024
Christmas Party

Location: ANA Crowne Plaza Hotel Hiroshima

Approximately 130 participants gathered to deepen the
friendship between Hiroshima and Canada at our annual
Christmas party. As our honoured guests, we welcomed
Minister and Deputy Head of Mission Paul from the Embassy
of Canada and Délégué général La Salle from the Délégation
générale du Québec a Tokyo.

In his opening remarks, HCA President Ashitani reported
that during the special board of directors meeting held prior
to the party, a plan to organize a tour to visit the Canada
Pavilion at the Osaka-Kansai Expo opening in April 2025 was
discussed and approved. He encouraged members to take
part in this upcoming event.

In the guest speeches, Minister and Deputy Head
of Mission Paul expressed deep appreciation for “the
unwavering friendship of the Hiroshima Canada Association
toward Canada,” and Délégué général La Salle announced
that he would step down and was attending this final event
in his current role. He said, “This will be my last visit as the
representative of the Quebec Government, and | would like
to express my gratitude for the meaningful results achieved
through my visits to Hiroshima during my tenure.”

The dinner reception began with a toast by HCA Vice
President Ishida, Honorary Consul of Canada. Participants
enjoyed a festive meal featuring ingredients from Canada and
engaged in lively conversations, further strengthening mutual
ties.

As always, the traditional raffle was a
highlight of the evening, with luxurious
prizes generously donated by members
handed out to the winners, creating an
exciting and joyful atmosphere.

The evening concluded with closing
remarks by HCA Vice President Otsuka,
who led a final ippon-jime (traditional
rhythmic handclap) in hopes that the
bonds between Japan and Canada will
grow even stronger. It was a delightful
evening for all, spent in the spirit of lasting
friendship between the Hiroshima Canada
Association and Canada.

Thank You for Donating Prizes!

We would like to extend our sincere gratitude for the many
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wonderful prizes generously donated by our members for the
raffle.

Your continued support helped make the event a great
success, and we deeply appreciate your kind contributions.
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March 4, 2025
Regular Meeting

Location: RIHGA Royal Hotel Hiroshima

To begin the regular meeting, President Ashitani delivered
opening remarks. He commented that many members had
signed up for the upcoming Canada Pavilion Tour at the
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Keynote speech by Government Representative Peters

Osaka-Kansai Expo and he expressed his
enthusiasm for further strengthening the ties
between Hiroshima and Canada in the new
fiscal year through expanded activities.

A keynote speech followed from Ms. Peters,
Representative of the Government of Canada,
entitled “Canada @ Expo 2025 Osaka-Kansai:
‘Regeneration’—Looking to the Future.” in
which she introduced the concept and current
preparations for the Canada Pavilion. The
meeting was attended by approximately 90
members, and they showed a strong interest
in Canada’s plans to present exhibits on the
theme of regeneration toward the future.

The dinner reception began with a toast
by HCA Vice President Otsuka. Attendees
enjoyed cuisine made with Canadian
ingredients displayed at each table. Members
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and guests enjoyed fellowship in a warm and friendly
atmosphere.

To close, HCA Vice President Hashimoto delivered the
ending remarks, expressing hopes for further development in
Japan-Canada exchange.
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May 8, 2025

The HCA conducted the "Expo 2025
Osaka-Kansai Canada Pavilion Tour," which
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was attended by 36 participants.

The group first visited the Canada Pavilion,
where we were warmly welcomed by Director
General Peters, who had spoken at our March
meeting, as well as Deputy Director General
Fraser and the pavilion staff. The pavilion
featured innovative exhibits using augmented
reality (AR) technology that allowed visitors to
experience Canada’s vast natural landscapes,
lifestyle, and industries. Participants were
able to gain a deep appreciation of Canada's
diverse appeal.

A reception was then held on the pavilion's

patio, with attendees including representatives

from the Délégation générale du Québec a

Tokyo. Following a toast with Canadian sparkling wine led by

Director General Peters, guests enjoyed cuisine that provided

a sensory experience of Canada’s rich history and culture.

The event was further enhanced by live piano music under
the sunny skies.

The group also visited "Denryokukan: Eggs of Possibility,"
an exhibition presented by the Federation of Electric Power
Companies of Japan. This exhibit offered a hands-on look at
the future potential of energy.

At the networking reception held afterward at the Hotel
Monterey Osaka, participants shared their impressions of the
Expo tour and deepened connections between members.

This visit provided a meaningful opportunity to experience
the warmth, creativity, and talent that the Canada Pavilion
aims to convey, as well as to catch a glimpse of the Expo's
vision of “Designing Future Society for Our Lives.”
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Greeting by Director General Peters
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HFFEEET Liberal Party Wins Canadian Federal
BHRRHER URIEEHIS Election and Retains Power
’ HE WA BB ‘ < ’ Director Katsukuni Tanaka ‘
HFFTDBEENAB28HICTHON. ¥N—7 - ———8=E () Canada’s federal election was held on April 28, and the
PPN = = = = + Liberal Party, led by Mark Carney, secured 169 out of 343
HEBRRNI43BEDOIL160ZFFEZEF L. sITHhTHEZID
W L - seats, allowing it to remain in power. Although the party
9D EICEDFLI, fell three seats short of a majority, it defied pre-election
KEEDREHBEZEYL NS TXRED [HF4S expectations and achieved a victory.
AN [ — = - o The Liberals had taken a firm stance against U.S. President
(ztt__)]\ﬁ = ODMJ [L‘_J < G)%‘ = (L‘&%\@hé &< Trump, particularly in response to tariff disputes and his
SV TRRAICHULCEULWLWHRESZ ZR controversial remark that “Canada should become the 51st
STVLWcERA®N., EMEFHICEFIEFRETR state.” This assertive posture appears to have resonated with
o +8 voters.
DBEVBOD. FFOFRZELTHAULSE . Pre-election polls had predicted gains for the opposition
Ufze P ,m:'\;;;fgime Conservative Party. However, its leader lost his seat, and
ENOHRBECE. FRETHOBER g me paLt'T‘StLOtglros(g t}élonl.y 2b4 szats,()reaghin? 1t4141.
AB—% g o \sge ooz OKEMRYA RLY eanwhile, the Bloc Québécois, based in Quebec, los
FTRENCVELICD, SEISEEL. BiSR %From the Office of the seats for a total of 22, and the New Democratic Party, whose
EFPAZRREBDIAAZEFEICEEDE Ufe, T PimeMnisterswebsite 4 ongholds include British Columbia on the west coast, lost
D, TR IMNERBEETDZTOYYT - ANDD(FZER D22 17 seats, ending with 7. The Green Party was reduced to a
B, EEROIUT vV I0VEPHEERTEMBETIE ool e
i N / _’i T_ Yy _J ~ o Observers at home and abroad have suggested that the
BERIFI7ZBROD7ZER. ROZ(FZFERDIEFEDHT U, Liberals’ victory can be attributed in part to Prime Minister
NSy T AESEG. BHEEECHERRAELE S AHFAS R AR Carney’s strong and composed leadership in handling the
- - “ I _ international fallout from President Trump’s sweeping tariff
CLTWVFIH REEDT Y DORRIBITIHRBZHBOICREZRF O policies. Carney, who previously served as governor of both
H—Z—EHEH. BAEUCRETCCOMRBICHIGLTWNSTEN  the Bank of Canada and the Bank of England, brought
B OBEF) S DD D TIF BV ERADEZHEH S=EHN notable experience and stability to the campaign.
Incidentally, | happened to be staying at my son’s home
TW&FETY, in Vancouver during the election period. One surprising
ECAT, SOOEREHBEPR, FAF/I\VT—/I\—DEFEITHIE  aspect was the door-to-door canvassing: an election
e Lle, AATIHEFESNTVDERBEDOEANELETTH practice prohibited in Japan. | was quite taken aback when
. f° . Em“ o ) - _ ) a campaign volunteer accompanied by her child, knocked
TEOBNDEBBHENKBEDR 7 Z /v I UTCRHUEDICFES directly on the front door. It was a striking reminder of how
FUlco EREDSEEEHEDEDDDIEEENVFE U, electoral systems differ from country to country.
02025FHFFHEE 2025 Canada’s federal election
o [Ruling party]
Party BH%R
Liberal
BEER 169 174
Seats won 144 ‘ 22 ‘ 7 ‘ 1
o +17 >
Seat change +24 ‘ 11 ‘ 17 ‘ -1
R 179
Seats before 152
election 120 | 33 | 24 | 2
XhFAARREEFRBERR<
*Excluding People’s Party and independents.
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We are very pleased to have had the opportunity to visit the Canada
Pavilion at Expo 2025. If you couldn’t join the HCA tour, we highly
recommend that you visit. It’s a great chance to learn about Canada
without traveling across the Pacific Ocean!

Regarding the federal election held in Canada in April: For much of the
lead-up to the election, it looked like there would be a transfer of power
from the Liberal Party to the Conservative Party. The Liberal Party nearly
won enough seats for a majority government indicating that Canadians still
have faith in the Liberals. We hope the Liberal government will continue to
consider Japan as a critical partner for Canada.

—HCA Secretariat—
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