
Willow Stacey
(Kent based Artist)

Willow tell me what is the story
behind your sweary embroidery?

Sometimes someone says something
to you that sets you off on a whole new 
journey. Things Men Say started after 
working a shift as a waitress, in the pub 
I have worked at on and off since I was 
14. A customer said, “If a woman is 
earning a lot of money she is doing a 
man’s job,” and I was left with that conict of being at work and 
trying to stay professional and seething inside. What started as a 
personal project; immortalising the comments I received, raging 
inside, biting my tongue has evolved into an act of solidarity.
It has given other woman a voice, women in all walks of life who go 
through the same pain on a daily basis.

Your current work explores sexism in everyday life. Things men say to women that 
were meant to hurt. What was the most horrible phrase you embroidered?

I think the ones that hid hardest are actually the less graphic 
phrases like; “You can’t cope on your own” and “I’m not sexist, but if 
you made more effort the customers would like you more” They are
less abrupt, but they stick in your mind, you can hear them on repeat
making you question yourself.



Willow Stacey
(Kent based Artist)

Your art is very much female orientated and it
has given other woman a voice; does it mean you 
have mostly female buyers? And how are the men 
reacting towards your project ´things men say?”

If anything I would say that more men 
have bought my work than women. I often 
get asked, “Who are your customers?” and 
honestly there is no single type or specic buyer, I think that each 
collector has connected on a personal level to the phrase, 
whether in the context of ‘Things Men Say’ or their own life 
experiences - regardless of their gender.

Men have reacted in every conceivable way to my work; some are 
shocked, some laugh at things they have said whereas others are in
complete denial. I’ve seen men ushering their families away saying
“All lies”, whilst others have been that moved they have brought
their daughters back.

Tell me a bit more about your atmosphere in your studio.. are you listening to some 
specific music ? Any particular rituals ?

I currently make a lot of my work at home, rather than in my studio. 
I’ve recently hung a bright yellow bird feeder in my back garden, 
so I often work in silence so I can watch and hear all the birds that 
visit. Once I start cutting out felt letters or sewing I lose track of 
all concepts of time.
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