
Livia Papiernik
(London based Artist)

Livia Describe your art in few words:

Whimsical, Honest, Textural 

You Describe yourself as a storyteller. Can you tell me a little bit more about it? 
And there are many fairytales, folk stories, myths. Is there one that particularly 
stays with you? 

I love how fairytales myths and stories are passed down from 
generation to generation, and how hidden behind naive and childlike 
depictions are extremely deep and important life stories. Recently I 
read about Gabrielle-Suzanne Barbot de Villeneuve. She wrote one
of the best original known versions of La Belle et la Bete, (Beauty 
and the Beast). It is inspired a lot by her own life experience with 
men in the 18th century. She was a very strong character, a very 
fearless and empowered woman who owned her own salon and wrote 
a lot. Reading her story made me see Beauty and the Beast in a very 
different light, and highlighted why I love the contrast within 
fairytales. Of course, today she’s not very well known, and yet 
Beauty and the Beast is, another clear example of the shadows 
women live under during and after their lives. 



Livia Papiernik
(London based Artist)

Livia few years ago you have installed that 
amazing piece „I wish i was a flower.“ So I 
would like to ask, If you would be a flower 
which one would you be?

I don’t know if this one counts as it’s technically a tree, but I 
would be a wisteria tree. The purple oral blossoms on that tree 
are truly magical to me. My grandmother had one on her balcony 
going down her stairway to the garden and it has always been so 
magical to me. Every time I draw a fairytale place, the wisteria 
appears in some form or another. Very majestic, long-lasting and
beautiful, even when the bloosoms are gone in the winter, the vines 
are incredible. 

If you could have an afternoon tea with an artist in a magical rose garden, who 
would it be and why?

My instinct is to invite David Hockney. His artworks have always been 
some of my favourites and I know how much he enjoys nature. 
I’m thinking especially of his drawings in Normandie, which look at 
nature wonderfully and whimsically. Sitting in a rose garden with him 
would feel peaceful and inspiring. I picture drawing a portrait of 
him surrounded by rose bushes, I love that idea.  



Livia Papiernik
(London based Artist)

What was your inspiration for the „happy girl?“

The Happy Girl was inspired by the faces we put out to the exterior 
world, the coping mechanisms we use and the effects it can have on 
our mental health. I suffer from a lot of socialT and personal 
anxiety and at the time of making her, it was at an all-time high. I’ve 
always been an optimistic ‘happy girl’ and I think people around me 
were slightly taken aback by how down I was, It seemed so out of 
character for them and me. My positive attitude is a quality I love 
about myself but I’ve learned since then to pay more attention to 
when things are going wrong and to be more open about it rather 
than smiling through it. 

What's the story behind „trapped in a vase of roses?“

Trapped in a vase of roses follows the concept of feeling small and 
trapped within our thoughts. From the girl’s perspective, she is 
turning in circles, anxious, overthinking, and unable to see the 
beauty that is around her. It is a prison of her own making that she 
feels powerless to. To others on the outside, it looks like a 
beautiful world, fruitful and blossoming, but they don’t notice the 
fact that behind all the romanticism of this fairytale world, there is 
a girl trapped, unable to get herself out. It comments on the lack 
of attention from both sides and the need for both herself and 
others to look more closely at situations and interactions. 
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