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2019-20 President’s Report 

Well the year as planned didn’t quite go the way we anticipated. We got off to a flying start before world found a 

new challenge, as the Covid-19 pandemic hit all parts of the globe, but more about that later. 

I consider it a great privilege to have had the opportunity to be President of the Rotary Club of Frankston Sunrise. As 

a club, we have an excellent history and reputation in relation to the contribution we make to our local and broader 

international communities. Our members know how to make a difference and we know how to have some fun as we 

do it. It is the commitment, enthusiasm and humour of our members that continues to make our club an excellent 

one to be a part of. 

We were able to continue some of the great traditions of Frankston Sunrise. But we were also able to try some new 

things, in some cases by choice and others, forced upon us by circumstance. What I am grateful for, is the              

enthusiasm, passion and commitment of the members, families and supporters of Rotary Frankston Sunrise.  It is 

that energy and support that continues to put the club in an excellent place as it looks to the year ahead. 

So a recap on some of the highlights of our Rotary year: 

• the year began with our Changeover Dinner at           

Mornington Golf Club attended by some 60         

members, partners, family members and friends,  

including District Governor, Adrian Froggatt 

• the club continued in supporting the great work of    

Community Support Frankston 

• we had a partner’s dinner and attended the Comedy 

for a Cause night in support of the iMatter             

Foundation 

• under Laurie’s careful planning, we continued the long-established tradition of the Grand Final Eve Lunch 

at the MCG 

• on Sunday, 20th October Mark Rees led us, together with the support of Joe Russo in our inaugural 12 hr 

Treadmill Challenge in support of Very Special Kids. Raising over $22,000 our 

aim is to continue again this year depending on what Covid-19 throws at us. 

 

• Mark and his team put together an excellent program of speakers          

representing diverse subjects, organisations and projects such as Very Special 

Kids, medicinal cannabis, Groomed To Go, Dogs For Kids With Disabilities,      

Michael Ellis talked footy with a forever footy-mad audience, Bindi Mulligan 

talking about running a field hospital in Iraq and many other fascinating        

subjects beyond that.  We heard from great young people we had sponsored on 

Rotary leadership and development programs in Australia and even one to the 

UK.  We also heard of a variety of club members’ “Traveller’s Tales” – up until 

we were all no longer allowed to travel! 

• In October, some 50 members and partners came together at a function 

at Bunerong Restaurant to award the first David “Bluey” Bellette Memorial  

Bursary to a Plumbing Apprentice.  Fittingly, it was awarded to an outstanding 

female apprentice at Chisholm Tafe, Amelia (Millsy) Schouts. 

• We put onions under sausages at Bunnings and look forward to returning to that at some stage. 

 



• We made financial donations to:  Community Support Frankston, Blackwood Outdoor Specialist School, 

Dogs For Kids With Disabilities, Focus Individualised Support Services, Interplast, Christchurch Sunrise 

Mosque Appeal, Frankston High School, Mallacoota Lions Club Fire Aid. 

• Through the Foundation, we were also able to donate a total of $10,000 towards the Gippsland Fire Relief 

Appeal.  

During the year we lost a much-loved member with the passing of John Tenison-Woods and our best wishes are 

with Glenys and James.  Dr Laurie Warfe and Jill retired to the farm in December.  A Charter member, it was a great 

honour to be able to award a Sapphire PHF to Dr Laurie at a very well attended farewell function at CBH in Mt Eliza.  

Congratulations also to Laurie on being awarded an OAM in the recent Queens Birthday Honours.  We also          

farewelled Bob Barr as he retired from the club during the year. 

With the loss of 3 members, we were also fortunate to welcome 3 new members who are already making their 

mark on the club.  Robert Maitz, Warwick Smith and Sherif Balic are outstanding new members of the Sunrise family 

so notwithstanding the difficulties of the year, we finish with the membership at the same level as last year. 

A subject which I was and remain passionate about is improving our public profile and how we communicate       

ourselves. We made some great starts, but there is plenty more still to go. On this front, we achieved: 

• our new look Sunrise Times, as a result of the great work of editor, Robert Maitz. A new look, a fresh   

approach to content, it gave members an informative look at what the 

club had in store and reporting on our achievements, with some fun 

content to keep us entertained as well 

• we overhauled and updated our Facebook presence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• we produced a new flyer to assist in our 

efforts to attract members 

• we launched an updated and new look website at www.rotaryfrankstonsunrise.org.au 

• we’ve made a very tentative start on a new database approach to managing the broader Sunrise network. 

There is a long way to go on making this really work, however it is something that I will look to continue 

driving over the year ahead. 

Together with Peninsula Rotaract Club, we reached an agreement with  

Frankston High School to launch an Interact Club and had planned to kick off 

in March this year. With the enthusiastic support of John Albiston the school’s 

principal and key staff members, the school had already enlisted great       

support from the student leadership team when, like with so many things this 

year, Covid-19 stepped in to delay the launch. I’m pleased to report that in 

the background, the school and students have continued working towards 

recruiting a membership base and identifying some initial project priorities. Covid-willing, we will formally establish 

an Interact Club at Frankston High in Term 3, 2020. 

http://www.rotaryfrankstonsunrise.org.au


There was also massive effort and energy poured into the planning for major projects like our Golf Day and Ghana 

Ball. With these major club initiatives postponed until 2021, I want to recognise the enormous effort that was put 

into these key projects by everybody concerned. It was incredibly disappointing not to be able to go ahead and in 

the case of the golf day, that decision was literally made nine days before. As you would expect from Sunrise, the 

commitment for all these projects in 2021 is stronger than ever. 

We then turned attention to something we never expected and that was to run our meetings online as Zoom 

meetings. Some members surprised even themselves by mastering the  technology of camera and microphone to be 

able to join us on a weekly  basis. It was an extremely       

important part of keeping us all connected during the     

lockdown period. We had some speakers, we had some   

trivia quizzes (embarrassing for some!), but most of all we 

were able to see and hear each from other at a time when it 

would have been very easy to drift apart. We are all    

champing at the bit to get back to our regular breakfast 

meetings, but Zoom has proved to be a very effective   

weapon in maintaining the strength of Frankston Sunrise 

this year. 

So to some thankyou’s—To my board, for your continuing 

support, energy and commitment, thank you so much. To all our club members, their partners and families, you are 

what makes Frankston Sunrise the great club that it is. As president, you cannot achieve anything without this     

support, and I am extremely grateful for all the support I have received this past 12 months. 

We also cannot forget the wonderful support we receive from our sponsors and supporters of our major initiatives. 

The expressions of encouragement we have received throughout this year from these individuals and companies has 

been tremendous. 

Finally, I get to make some awards: 

Quiet Achiever Award – Robert Maitz 

• Robert was inducted as a new member at our Changeover and immediately jumped on board with great 

passion with everything Frankston Sunrise. He is of course the editor and driver of our new look Sunrise 

Times. Robert is an enthusiastic volunteer for everything. There is no doubt that Robert will be an         

important part of Rotary Frankston Sunrise for many years to come. 

Rotarian of the Year – Shane Thomas 

• A Charter Member, Shane has made a massive contribution to Frankston Sunrise every year since the club 

began. A Paul Harris fellow, this is not the first time Shane has been awarded Rotarian of the Year. His 

good counsel, his leadership of the Finance and Fundraising Committee, his ever willingness to volunteer, 

his sense of humour and finally, his willingness to step up for a second run as President when asked, 

meant there really was no other choice but to make this award to Shane. 

So thank you for the opportunity for my year as President. Not everything I planned it to be, but definitely a         

privilege nonetheless. I look forward to supporting Shane over the year ahead and my continuing Frankston Sunrise 

journey for many years to come.              

Peter Cracknell, President 2019-2020 





2019-20 Community Service Report 

Blackwood  

Another great weekend again at Blackwood was had in            

December. Ramps were erected for a number of tent bases and 

a new base and storage shed, continuing a Sunrise tradition.  

Frankston Council 

We have had great support from Gillian Kay at Council with a 

number of projects still in the development stage. (Tree Planting 

Day, Mental Health Week, Thrive Project and Habitat Breeding 

Boxes) 

MSFIN (Mums Supporting Families in Need)  

Sunrise helped with deliveries during the Covid19 shutdown. 

Community Support Frankston   

 We continued to support the great work at Community Support Frankston, by painting out the shed we 

previously built at CSF. The provision of the shed has enabled CSF to greatly upgrade their food             

programme. We also helped Steve with some deliveries during the Covid19 shutdown. 

Baxter Kindergarten 

 Members carried out a working bee to complete an upgrade of 

their sandpit. Special thanks to Peter Womersley at Mitre 10 for 

his donation of $200 towards the cost of materials 

Frankston Special Developmental School  

 We erected a shelter for outdoor play equipment paid for by a 

Rotary District Grant. 

Frankston South Community Centre 

 We are looking to erect box seating on the deck. 

Kananook Sports Club   

 In appreciation of our previous support, KSC have indicated they want to have a plaque installed           

acknowledging our club. We have helped to secure Bunnings BBQ bookings for them. 

Frankston Dolphins Football Club  

 We are continuing to explore ways of building relationships with the club. Met with Adrian Lloyd on a 

number of occasions. Proposed Rotary Match Day Lunch had to be cancelled due to Covid19 

Kananook Community Garden 

 Luke and Matt were very appreciative of the help we gave to build raised garden beds on Saturday 22nd 

February. Luke is hoping to make use of an AFL Building adjacent to the garden, a project for which we 

may be able to take an active role in. 

Project Exchange 

 Attended meetings at council where service clubs are invited to learn of potential projects and share ideas 

with   other service clubs. We also created a group Facebook page to help the sharing of information.  We 

attended 2 meetings this year, the Community Garden project came from one of these meetings. 

Major Project  

 We continue to research and debate a major project to use bathing box funds currently held in Trust at 

Council.          

Ross Augustine, Community Service Director 



2019-20 Finance & Fundraising Report 

This Rotary year has been a tumultuous roller coaster of a ride, starting with the horrific bushfires and ending 
with Coronavirus which meant cancelling all fundraising events in the last 4 months of the fundraising year. 
 
M.S. MEGA SWIM 
This was cancelled due to poor response from teams and lack of support from 
PARC.  Crackers had done a great job getting this off the ground last year and it 
was a disappointing finish. 
 
BUNNINGS BBQ’s – NOV 2019 
Roscoe as usual was the mainstay in organising these and we did get one in     
before the world shut down.  They are always a great way to catch up and chat 
with fellow members as well as raising much needed funds. 
 
FRANKSTON FOOTBALL CLUB 
We had started discussions with Adrian “Rocky” Lloyd CEO of the FFC about   
manning the gates for their 10 home games as well as supporting a “Rotary” day 
with luncheon at one of the televised games, but obviously all of this was         

cancelled due to Covid-19. 
 
VERY SPECIAL KIDS TREADMILL CHALLENGE – OCT 2019 
Mark Rees did a great job in organising this fundraiser at 
Joe’s Core Fitness Centre in Frankston with the help of Joe 
and his staff.  This fundraiser which raised approximately 
$22,000 for Very Special Kids was also very well represented 
by our club membership in manning and running the day.   
Next date set is Sunday Oct 18th 2020 
 
GOLF DAY FUNDRAISER – MARCH 2020 
After months of meetings and planning it was decided to 
cancel this years event because of the Covid issue.  This was 
extremely disappointing as it was the 1st time we have had to 
cancel this major fundraising event.  Macca and his team had 

again done a fantastic job and the day was a sell out with the projected profit going to be another record.  Macca 
has booked next year’s Golf Day for Monday 21st March on the south course at PKCGC. 
 
GHANA BALL – MAY 2020 
Tony and Cheryl Carter had again put lots of time and effort into the planning of this event and it was sad to have 
to cancel it because of the Coronavirus Pandemic.  There was talk of running it later in the year but after consul-
tation it was decided to cancel it for 2020 and run it next year in May. 
 
RAY WHITE’S LITTLE RAY OF GIVING – DEC 2019 
The club again lent its support to this very worthwhile cause.  Ash and Jessie at Ray White organized over 200 
gifts, all beautifully wrapped for disadvantaged kids at Christmas time.  The presents were distributed again 
through Anglicare to the local community. 
 
Congratulations must go to “Crackers” on a fantastic job leading the club through a very difficult time.  His       
passion and organisational skills have been a “gods send” for the club.  It was disappointing that he was not able 
to implement all the various programs, events and fundraisers that he along with the directors had planned, but 
I’m sure he’ll be back pumped and more enthusiastic in this Rotary Year. 
 

Shane Thomas, Finance & Fundraising Director 



2019-20 Club Service Report 

Club Service had an interesting year & in particular, I would like to thank members Ian Stapleton, Peter Stacey, Cliff 

Leckning, David Morgan & Robert Maitz for helping Club Service run so smoothly. We had a couple of strategy 

meetings to plan speakers & activities throughout the year & in a 

broader sense, look at managing the handover of the Club history from 

Bill Blythe to Peter Stacey. Due to the arrival of COVID-19 this plan has 

been deferred to the new Rotary year but it needs to happen & will be 

in safe hands with Peter at the helm. 

Particular thanks must go to Robert 

Maitz who took on modernizing & 

producing the weekly Bulletin this 

year & without a doubt his efforts 

were extremely successful &  

greatly appreciated by all. 

The weekly grind of finding speakers was shared between the group so 

thankyou to all. We alleviated the pressure a bit by penciling in a few more 

Club Assemblies this year as well as some ‘fellowship’ events to replace 

meetings. Fellowship was predominantly managed by David Morgan 

whose enthusiasm is a big factor in gathering numbers for each event, 

all of which went very well.  

Obviously the restrictions of COVID-19 severely curtailed meetings & 

club activities & we are still uncertain when things will return to 

‘normal’.  Zoom meetings every Wednesday morning organised by 

President Peter were there for those who wished to engage but from 

a personal point of view I very much look forward to resuming real 

meetings, in a real room with real atmosphere. 

Finally, a huge congratulations from Club Service to President Peter Cracknell who steered the Club through a lot of 

change & then COVID-19. “Cometh the time, cometh the man”. Well done Pete. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Rees, Club Service Director 



John Tenison-Woods was a member of the Rotary Club of Frankston Sunrise since 2010. 

John, or Hyphen as he is known around Frankston Sunrise was a much loved and engaged member 
and just as importantly, a friend to all of us. 

A volunteer for everything.  Always committed to helping whether it was working bees, golf days, 
fundraising events, Bunnings BBQ’s, building projects, John has always been a great contributor to 
the success of our club.  Even as his health deteriorated in recent years, John was always one of 
the first to volunteer. 

A lasting memory for many of us will be having John and Glenys join us in December at a farewell 
function for Dr Laurie, one of our original Charter Members who has retired to his farm in           
Foster.  Seeing John that night at the Canadian Bay Hotel, the smile never left his face.  The only 
time the smile left Glenys’ face was when she saw how many glasses of champagne he was    
knocking back!  Hyphen was happy to be home amongst his Sunrise family and that was exactly the 
way we all felt too. 

With John’s passing, there is a hole in the membership of Frankston Sunrise.  He will continue to be 
in our thoughts and hearts into the future. 

Glenys and James, our love and thoughts are with you both. 

Vale Hyphen  



2019-2020 Membership Report 

Firstly, I would like to congratulate President Peter on his year as President.  

His dedication to the position, has been something special. He has 

had his finger on the pulse of every area of club activities, his    

attention to detail, his leadership, his positivity, and encouragement 

have been outstanding. Even under the particularly unusual         

circumstances we have had due to Covid-19, with activities curtailed 

as they were, Peter was always on it. Well done Peter. 

Sadly we lost three members this year, but on a very positive note 

we gained three extremely keen new younger members. 

Sadly we lost John Tennison-Woods,  due to his passing, We miss 

you Hyphen and all members send their best wishes to Glenys. 

Long standing member Bob Barr retired from the Club. Bob has been a strong stalwart of the club over the years 

and his contribution has been greatly appreciated. We wish you well Bob. 

And of course, the irrepressible and irreplaceable Dr Laurie Warfe OAM. His input to the club will be sadly missed. 

We look forward to seeing him occasionally. Good luck Farmers Laurie and Jill. 

We have also been able to welcome three extremely active younger members. 

Robert Maitz, how lucky are we to have gained such a dedicated man as     

Robert, his input in his first year has been remarkable. Robert is of course the 

grandson of charter member Noel Bowman and after making a significant   

contribution to Peninsula Rotaract, Robert has become a very important   

member of the Sunrise team. 

Warwick Smith, has immersed himself in 

any activities we had going before the   

lockdown. Warwick has many passions and existing involvement in working    

towards meeting the needs of the local community. He will not only be a         

valuable contributor to Sunrise, but also provides an excellent example of     

community support and volunteerism. 

Sherif Balic, is an extremely motivated new 

member, who with Covid-19 hasn’t really had the opportunity to get involved in 

too much just yet. But clearly, we already recognise Sherif as an excellent addition 

to Sunrise and we look forward to a long future with him. 

During the year, President-elect Shane and I attended a District Membership   

Seminar, which covered a wide area of membership, including keeping existing 

and new members interested, different approaches to meetings, and prospecting 

for new members. These, together with many other alternative initiatives could 

give excellent new opportunities for us when the Covid-19 restrictions are lifted. We are all looking forward to 

getting together for some long awaited fellowship. 

Bob Smith, Membership Director 



2019-20 International-Vocational-Youth Report 

Dr Laurie Warfe resigned as Director of the IVY group in November 2019 to pursue a new life as a GP and farmer in 
the metropolis of Meeniyan, Gippsland. I replaced Laurie as director at that time. 

INTERACT: 

Our planned launch in joint-venture with Peninsula Rotaract was due to 
launch in March 2020, but like so much had to be put on hold due to 
Covid-19 and the closing of school campuses. Peter Cracknell and Rob 
Cooke (Rotaract) together with Frankston High School and a number of 
very enthusiastic pupils were organized to initiate the new club when 
social-distancing curtailed their activities. We should now see this       
occurring in later in 2020. 

RYPEN:  

Cancelled (Covid-19) …Hopefully it will return in 2021. 

RYLA:  

Maggie Chapman (Peninsula Rotaract) was sponsored by Sunrise 
(as a leader/coordinator) to the (new format) 6-day course in     
December 2019. The event was a huge success and we had the 
privilege of Maggie visiting Sunrise to give an entertaining insight 
into the weeklong activities. 

MUNA: 

Cancelled (Covid-19) …Usually held in May … 

NYSF:  

Our sponsored student, Benjamin Fiala, attended the Forum in  
January 2020.  

In April 2020, year 11 student Charlotte Thompson from Frankston High School was chosen to represent Sunrise 
in the interview section for a position at the 2021 NYSF. Hopefully, Charlotte will be successful and be offered 
a place to attend the stimulating program that is being offered to these  
aspiring young people in January 2021.  

At a later date, students can make an application to attend the LIYSF (London 
International Youth Science Forum) 

DISASTER AID AUSTRALIA:  

 Wheel chairs, Sky hydrants and shelter boxes. Due to Covid-19 and the  
cancellation of our major fundraising activities, donations have been       
reduced or no donation has been possible in the current Rotary year. 

CHRISTCHURCH SUNRISE: 

Our sister club: We are exchanging bulletins but little else these days.           
Considering a visit to NZ for our 30th Sunrise anniversary, golf, skiing, good 
company and lots more…Maybe 2021? 

VOCATIONAL: 

On-site visits…always interesting…these activities have also been severely curtailed. We did manage to fit in an 
evening visit to a local Somerville brewery to taste local beer and pizza. 

John Albery, Director – IVY 





2019-20 Treasurer’s Report 

And what a year it’s been... 

Summary financial accounts for the period 1/6/2019—31/5/2020 appear on the following pages.    

Balances of Accounts as at 31st May, 2020 

 General Account:      $7,399.68 

 Community Service Account:    $26,294.38 

 Frankston Sunrise Foundation Account:  $70,897.69 

 Frankston Sunrise Foundation Trading Account: $22.94 

 Ghana Account:      $37,218.60 

 

Notes accompanying the Financial Statements: 

 Consulting and Accounting being $3,944.20 as follows: 

  Trust Compliance costs and audit costs going back to 2013 were $2,640.00 

   (One time cost related to bringing Foundation obligations up to date) 

  ACNC registration $495.00 

  XERO Accounting package 15 months $750.00 

  Consumer Affairs $59.20 

 

Frankston Sunrise Foundation—Donations made during the year: 

  $8,000.00  - The Rotary Club of Bairnsdale East Gippsland Bush Fire Relief Fund 

  $2,000.00—District 9820 Disaster Relief Fund 

These donations fulfilled our Trust obligations to donate at least 8% of total funds held each year. 

 

 A big thankyou to the Sergeant whose fine sessions helped bolster the general account. 
 

As per Board approval, $10,000.00 in donations were made from the Community Service Account during     

June 2020, being $2000.00 each to: 

 Community Support Frankston  Dogs For Kids With Disabilities 

  Blackwood Outdoor Specialist School  Focus Individualised Support Services 

   Interplast 

 

I, like everyone else, am looking forward to resuming our “normal” morning meetings and the friendly banter 
that accompanies them.  Thank you to all who have helped me throughout the year. 
 

Greg Sharman, Treasurer 
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